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There, in that dispossessed hostelry, William
George practises to-day (1920).
This year and the years that followed in
David's life were crammed with intense activities.
The diaries show that day after day he rose
between five and six o'clock. He devoted the
cream of his energies to the active pursuit of the
law. But he could never be a man of one interest.
He was also, during these same months, fiercely
energetic both in religion and politics. He was
constantly reading sermons and listening to
sermons. He often spoke from the pulpit,
after that liberal fashion encouraged in the Free
Churches.
But gradually in these diaries the political
interest begins to loom larger. When the
autumn General Election of 1885 comes on, he
takes an active part with pen and voice. On
October 17th he goes to the Tory member's
meeting, and is with difficulty restrained from
taking part. On November 18th he makes an
impassioned speech in defence of Mr. Cham-
berlain, and is tremendously cheered. On
November 24th he goes to a Tory meeting and
finds that he is the chief butt of their attack.
He shows his precocious political shrewdness
by the satisfaction he feels in thus drawing the
enemy's fire.
Instead of injuring the practice of his profession
by these public displays of courage, he soon found
that he was really attracting to his house and
office a new class of client, the discontented
farmers of the county. First one and then
another began coming to him, at first privily and